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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT
FOF. BALTIMORE COUNTY, MARYLAND

STATE OF MARYLAND

-Vs- . (Case No. K-08-0526
NICHOLAS WAGGONER BROWNING :
S L L /
RECORDED INTERVIEW OF : NICHOLAS WAGGONER BROWNING
2/2/08

TRANSCRIBED BY:

MELISSA S. ARNDERSON, RER
official Court Reporter
401 Boalay Avenue, M-08

Towson, Maryland 21204
(410) 887-2835
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DETECTIVE WALSH:

What did you guys do today?
So you went back -- I'm sorrxy, did you walk b
to Ryan's house?
NICHOLRS BROWNING: I walked bhack, and

got there --

DETECTIVE WALSH: How far iz that, man?

NICHOLAS EROWNING: It's a hike. It's
probably like & 20-minute walk. I got back there
arcund =ix. We watched a movie, and we crashed and

probably we glept until absout 10 o'clock, I think.
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then we went to the Towson Mall.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Who drove you down te
Towson Mall?

NICHOLAS BRCWNING: Mrs. Tewksbury,

Taylor's mother.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Tavlor's mother, okay.

HICHCLAS BROWNING: And then we went to
the mall. Wsnt teo Singular stores, some other stores,
got some food. &And then Mr. Smith picked us up --

DETECTIVE WALSH: Okay.
NICHOLAS BROWNING: -- and we got hcme.

Then in the cour: cf this, I've been calling my

in
1]

parents all daf and they hadn't picked up, so.
DETECTIVE WALSH: From the cell phone?
NICHOLAS BROWNING: Originally from

Ryan's house phone and my phone a bunch of times.
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DETECTIVE WALSH: I feel bad feeding you
sunk food. If we run to Burger King and get veou
something --

NICHOLAS BROWNINZG: That would be nice.

DETECTIVE WALSHE: What dec you want? What
would you eat?

NICHOLAS BROWNING: The double, like =z
double bacon cheeseburgser or socmething.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Okay, fries and a Diet
Coke?

NICHOLAS BROWNING: Yeah, that would be
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great.

Thank you.

Do I need to pay or

thank you.
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DETECTIVE WALSH:
What time did you start calling the house?
NICHOLAS BRCWNING: When we first called,
I think we called just bscause kids were supposed to
come over tonight and have a little get-togather. I
called about 10 o'cleck in the morning.

DETE

3
P |
i~
o
s

WALSH: Of this morning?
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HOLAS BROWNING: This morxrning from the
Fingles' house phone. And I called their cell. I
called all of the numbers, Greg's cell, my mom's cell,
dad's cell, work, even our Deep Creek house to go cut
on a limb.
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TECTIVE WALSE: How often deo you guys
go up there, a1lct or --

NICHQLAS BEOWNING: More in the summer
and winter. Probably once a2 month in the summer
because we boat or ski. Then the fall and spring we
don't ge that nuch.

DETECTIVE WALSE: Ckay. 0One of your
friends said -- deo you guys cwn another house around
the neighborhood? Is There another house you guys cown?

NICHCLAS BROWNING: We rent out a couple
houses.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Okay.

NICHOLARS BROWNING: So the one, there's
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the house is here, then empty lot with a shed on it,
and then the house right there we own.

DETECTIVE WALSH: 0Okay, so do you go back
to it or something, is that how --

Ni;HOLﬁS BROWNING: No, it's just we
bought it from a friend, and we rent it out.

DETECTIVE WALSH: But how do you get to

NICHOLAS BROWNINGZ: Oh, sorry, it's the
Power Avenue comes down, our house lot, this house is
on the Main Street. It's not =--

DETECTIVE WALSH: Okay, I got you. I saw
something locked like it was behind the shed there. Is
there a house back there?

NICHOLAS BROWNING: There's houses. The
street U-turns --

DETECTIVE WALSH: I got you. I got you.

All right, I've got your phone. When did you
call Greg last, I'm sorry?

WICHOLAS BROWHNING: I called Greg last --

DETECTIVE WALSH: Well, when did you
start calling CGreg?

NICHOLAS BROWNHNING: I called Greg the
same time I called probably I called my house first at

10. Then I went to my mom's cell, my dad's cell,
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Greg's cell. Ben doesn't have a cell phone. And then
work and then Deep Creek. I just kept calling them. I

left about five messages cn each respective phone.
DETECTIVE WRLSH: Okay. What kind of
cell phone deo yeur parents have?

NICHOLAS EROWIING: Blackberry and a just

(2]
-

like a regular ip pheone.
c

DETE

TIVE WALSH: Okay. All right. Any

mesgages -- you carry your phone all of the time, I

{ICHOLAE BROWNING: Yeah.
DETECTIVE WALSH: Did they try to call
you at all last night? Nothing --

NICHOLAS EROWNING: No.
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up a little better,

DETECTIVE WALSH:
NICHOLAS
DETECTIVE WALSH:

okay.

=
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HOLAZ

BREOWNING:

BROWHING:

21l right.

Thank you.

No problem.

Thank

you.

Eat.

Pix

Do you need anything

I'm good.

head or anything?
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this big story about the keys when the keys

pocket of your jacket

time?

that when I was

you that?

DETECTIVE WALSH:

g

MICHOLAS BROWNING:
DETECTIVE WALEH:
NICHOLAS BROWNING:

DETECTIV

i3]

WALEH:

WICHOLAS BROWNING:

at the mall. My

Why did you tell us
are in the

What?

The car kevys?
Yes.

¥ou had them the whole
Uh-huh. I realized
friends didn't tell
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DETECTIVE WALSH: You haven't shed ane

tear for your family.

DETECTIVE JACOBY: You are

=1

unemoatiocnal about this.
¥You walk inte a house, your whole
murdered, and you're saying, I didn't do

I do it? I was at my friend's house.

NICHOLAS BROWHING: S50 cryi1

would make ycu, so crying would make you

that --

totally

Eamily is

it. Why weould

ng, so crying

believe
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DETECTIVE WALSH: You know, 1'm not &
hard ass. I'm just trying to find out what happened
here.

NICHOLAS BROWNING: And you're giving me
the option of, oh, well, you know, you can feel better
about yourself, vou're still going teo jail -- or, I

mean, I didn't do it.

Iy

So far from what ycu told me, I really honestly
think you have the key. The key means nothing.
DETECTIVE WALSH: Oh, it means a lot.

NICHOLAS BROWHING: To an experienced,

uhm, officer maybe, but to a jury --
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MICHOLAS BEOWNING: WMo, ne, I'm sorry,
not to convince you, there's, there's no reason for me
te kill my family. There's -- I mean, theie o =-- yu=s,
they .. evaicC on me, so, 50 what they den't, they

don't ground me when they find me with alcohol. They

B3
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do a trip about tweo, two weskends weeks later. One

just last weekend, I tcok my friend up to Deep Creek,

and we skied the entire weekend. This weekend I =lept
over at a friend's house. You know, yes, they're
harzh, kut they're not thac horsw acmaay. + wean, the

-
+e. me, they let me do what I want. There's no, you

know, there's no reason.
voiew-IVE WALSH: This wasn't a burglary.
This wasn't scmeone breaking into the house.
NICHOLAS BROWNING: How do ycu know?
DETECTIVE WALSH: I know. We know these
things. I'wve been in this iob for 19 vears, over 19
years now.
HICHCLAS BROWNING: There's no reason.

Why would I'jeocpardize -- you know, you put money into

it. I have a very large -- or had, had, whatever,
inheritance coming to me regardless of if there's

insurance mconey c> nnt don't know how much

insurance mecney they have, you know, that is coming to

without that. Thera's no money reason.
They're great to me. I love my family. We dc,

you Know -- w2 pnave vacaciens planned. I roweat,

-

wouldn't trade anything in the world for it.
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DETECTIVE WALSH: I don't believe you.
I'm locking into the eyes of a2 stone-cold killer.
There's no remorse. Only p=ople that can lay here and
eleep are the guilty. You haven't shed a tear. That's
why I think there may not have been a reason, maybe you

are just a stone-cold killer.

NICHOLAS BROWNING: Because I didn't cry?

DETECTIVE WALSH: That you show no
emotion.

WICHOLRS BREOWNING: So I don't show
eamoticn. That, that condemns me.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Certainly goes a long

way .
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NICHCOLAS BROWNINWG: Emotions, people play
up their emotions, they play them down, you Xnow.
It's =--

DETECTIVE WALSH: Some things are
uncentrollable. But people who have set stories in
their head act 1like this. People that have maybe
almost convinced themselves they didn't do this. This
is how people act. I know you don't believe it, but we
see this every single day. I know the guilty by the
way they act. I'm not even talking about the evidence,
I'm just looking at the way you're acting tonight.

NICHOLAS BROWNING: A jury won't.
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probably

over him.

DETECTIVE WALSH:
WICHCLAS BROWNING:
gat there for
DETECTIVE WALSH:

NICHOLAS EROWNING:

a half hour

What happened?

I walked up. I
just --

He wag sleeping?
Yeah.

Just standing

And then I went between putting the gun up

to his head and pulling it back down and up.

up too or

The gun w

trigger o

then once

even know

Eo
just -- 1
away from

DETECTIVE WALSH:
NICHOLAS BROWHING:
as -- and I'm neot surs
r if ik ~=
DETECTIVE WALSH:
FICHGLAS BEROWNING:
that happsned, I
you know,
if
I sakt on the couch,

couldn'tk,

that.

irsaked
they'd all come down,
they woke up or whatever,
and

I realized I couldn't

Did you have a pillow
Ho, just the gun.
if I meant

to pull the

Just went off?

-- it just --

out. But --
but I
but.

(inaudible), and I

justc wallk




and then I sheot my meom, and then --
DETECTIVE WALSH: Was she still sleeping?

MICHOLAS BEOWWING: Yeah. I waited for a

little bit, and I think she went back to sleep. And
then I shot her. And then I shot Greg and Ben.
DETECTIVE WALSH: Why the brothers, man?

NICEOQOLAS BROWNING: I wag -=- I didn't --
I thought if no one was there to say anything that my
atory would go, because I was the only one. I just got
scared. It just happsened.

DETECTIVE WALSE: That's the only true
emotion you're showing right now. It's got to feel at
legst a little bettexr,

I need te know where the gun is though. We
can't have it out there.

NICHCLAS EBROWNING: It's on

Sherwcod Road. I can explain it on the map or
whatever, It's --

DETECTIVE WALSH: You may have to take us
there.

NMICEOLAS BRFOWNINSG: Sure, that's fine.

OETECTIVE: WALSH: I8 ik ==
MICHOLAS BROWNING: ¥Yeah, i1t's right --
it's maybe -- it's in the bushes.

DETECTIVE WALSH: You can point out to
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where it is?
NICHOLAS BROWHING: Yeah, definitely.
DETECTIVE WALSH: How far -- if you're
coming out Powers --
NICHOLAS EROCWNING: Come out Powers --
DETECTIVE WALSH: Takes a left --
NICHOLAS BEOWHING: Left. And then
there's the street maybe 20 feet to the left, thera's
bushes, and then the gun is just in there with the
second magazine.
DETECTIVE WALSH: Okavy.
Do you want some fissues or something?
NICHOLAS BROWNING: No.

D
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TECTIVE WALSH: This is what I mean,
there's a reascn. There's always a reason. You don't
want the world to think that you did it for no reason.
NICHOLAS BROWNING: It doesn't matter
though, I admit I still did it.
DETECTIVE WALSH: Did your brothers ever
wake up? Were they awake?
NICHOLAS BROWNING: I think so.
DETECTIVE WALESH: Do you remember where
you shot ycur dad -- I wasn't in there -- on his body?

WICHOLAS EROWNING: In the head. The

head.

g7
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DETECTIVE WALSH: The head?
NICHOLAS EBROWNING: Yup.
DETECTIVE WALSH: How about your mom?

NICHOLAS BEOWNIHNG In the hezd.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Your brothers too then?

NICHOLAS BROWNING: The head, both.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Why did you do that?

NICHOLAS BROWNING: I don't know. I just
figured it would be guicker. It would just be instant.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Do you have friends
that know about it?

WICHOLAS BROWNING: No.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Is there anything elsze
that you can add, do you chink?

NICHOLASE BROWNING: 1Is there anything you
neesd?

DETECTIVE WALSH: I mean about you.
Obviously you're scrry about thia, right? 1 mean, I
can see it's the only time that I've seen emotion.

I wasn't trying to tresat you bad --

that I have a job to de.

u

(inaudible) .
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DETECTIVE WALSH: All right, do yocu need
something to drink?

NICHOLAS EROWNING: No, I'm fine.

DETECTIVE WALSE: I'm just going toc leave

your handcuffe off. Are vou going to be okay?

I_l

Just hit the door. I'll be right cutside if wvyou
need anything.

{Detective Walsh left interview room.)

{Pzuse. )

{Detective Walsh entered interview rocom.)

DETECTIVE WALSEH: Are you all right? Do
you need somsthing?

WNICHEOLAS EROWNING: I'm fine.

DETECTIVE WALSH: It'e £time to ask, how
long (inaudible).

Do you need water, %o use the bathroom or

anything?

WNICHOLAS BROWNING: No.

DETECTIVE WALSH: We gave you that
big-ass Coke and stuff.

Now, I told you I'd go and tell the State's

(2]

Attorney what you told me.
Just 8o I got it right, he's been harping on you
pretty hard. It started abeout -- did it start prior to

the 8S8cout stuff or?
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NICHCLAS BROWNING: That wasn't the anly
reason.

DETECTIVE WALSH: I mean, has he always
been tougher on you than the other boys?

NICHOLAS BEOWNING: I think so. Maybe
that's biased. I mean, he's z2lways, he's always
definitely been strict since, I mean, I remember back
in first grade, you know, going to friends' houses was
always 2 pain, but.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Right.

NICHOLAS BROWNING: But, I guess maybe as
I got closer to getting owt of the house or something,
I doni't know, to g2 to college, he, he tried to --

DETECTIVE WALSE: Be more hard?

NICHOLAS BROWNING: Right or something.

DETECTIVE WALSH: You talked about last
night, you were going over, when you were going to
Ryan's, that you went past the house or whatever you
said?

NICHOLAS BROWNING: Yeah, it was just --

DETECTIVE WALSH: Just, oc¢p, there's the

=
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WICHOLAS BROWNING: Yeah. I was tzlking
to my mcm, and there's was 2 little turn, and he went,

cvershot it by a couple feet, and he just -- I mean, it

50
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was nothing, but he just exploded at it, started
velling at everybody.

DETECTIVE WALSH: 32ut (inaudible) wvou
were going to get the car to go just enjoy youreelf and

noL ==

Juaskt ==

DETECTIVE WALSH: You sat there, and he
was sSleeping inside the --

MICHOLAS BROWNING: Right. TE was, ak
was probably about, 20, 25-minute walk, 20-minute walk

over from Fingleg' house to my house.
DETECTIVE WALSH: REight.
NICEOLAS BROWNING: So I knew the gun wasg

out, and cleaned, and uanm --

DETECTIVE WALSH: Started brewing in your

head?

NICECGLAS BROWNING: Teah.

DETECTIVE WARLSH: I mean, yYou had to have
been pissed. I mean, it's understandable --

NICHO#AS BROWNING: It's not --

DETECTIVE WALSH: I den't want to gay
aty und&rstaﬁﬁable --

NICHOLAS BROWNING: It's not -- I --

DETECTIVE WALSE: It's not excusable,
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it's understandable is what I should say. And --

NICHOLAS BROWHING: And then --

DE&ECTIUE WAL3SH: You said you just, you
just kind of stood there for a lltt;e bit before it all
happened?

HICHOLAS BROWMING: At least s half hour,
I was just, I was just in there.

DETECTIVE WALSH: 8itting there sleeping.

NICHOLAS BROWNING: Just looking at him,
raising the gun, lowering it back down, raising the
gun. And I raised it one more time -- I don't know if
I pulled it -- I must have pulled the trigger, but I

ubconscience or if I meant to do

U]

don't know if it was

it or whether the thing went off, and there was this

+

loud ringing. &And I just sat there on the couch and
waited for it all tc come crashing down.

DETECTIVE WALSH: Waiting for your mom
and brothers to come down?

WICECLAS BROWNING: They never did. And

then I just remember walking up the stairs into my

DETECTIVE WALSH: Was she sleeping
goundly? Did you lean on the bed or what, what?

NICHOLAS EROWNING: I just walked over







